
 
 

The Able Table: A Public Art & Accessibility Initiative 

The Able Table is a unique, universally accessible picnic table that serves as both a community 

asset and an art installation. Its multifunctional design includes: 

● Wheelchair access: A person in a wheelchair can sit comfortably in the middle of the 

table without barriers, making it easy for them to interact within a group. 

● Stroller-friendly seating: The space accommodates parents who wish to keep their 

children close by, allowing a stroller to fit easily. 

● Accessible seating options: Individuals who may find traditional picnic tables difficult 

can pull up a walker or folding chair comfortably. 

● Easy access for facilitators: Parents, teachers, or counselors can stand in the table’s 

center gap, reaching everyone without having to lean over a bench. 

By designing tables that accommodate everyone, 

including those with accessibility needs, we aim to 

strengthen social cohesion and empower communities 

to gather inclusively in public spaces.   

More Than Just a Table—A Community 

Art Piece 

Each Able Table is transformed into a public art piece 

with custom artwork designed by a local artist in 

collaboration with community members. Using durable 

polytab material, these tables become vibrant 

expressions of local culture, reflecting the values and 

identities of the neighborhoods they serve.  The Able 

Tables incorporates any imagery that the community 

feels best captures the aesthetic of its surroundings and 

the feeling you want it to convey. 

Inclusive Employment and Workforce Development 

A distinguishing factor of the Able Table Project is our commitment to inclusive employment 
through Able Solutions. Our workforce includes individuals with cognitive and physical 
disabilities, providing them with meaningful work in designing, assembling, and contributing to 
a product they relate to personally. In this area of the state we are collaborating with 
Opportunity Works Connecticut based in Vernon.   



 
 

The Able Table workforce brings unique benefits, including: 

● Empathy and insight: Employees with disabilities have direct, personal knowledge of 
accessibility needs, fostering designs that genuinely serve the community. 

● Sense of purpose and belonging: The opportunity to create accessible solutions gives 
these employees a powerful sense of contribution and social value. 

● Economic empowerment and inclusion: By employing individuals with disabilities, we 
support financial independence, break down employment barriers, and strengthen our 
local economy. 

How You Can Support the Able Table Project 

Each Able Table costs $5,000, which includes the initial design, 
materials, manufacturing, assembly, artist fees, community events 
(painting and dedication), delivery, and installation.  Each Able 
Table also has a smart plaque with a QR code, which, when 
scanned, brings up a map of all of the Able Table locations.   

By sponsoring an Able Table, you help create inclusive spaces, 

support the arts, and empower a diverse workforce. 

Visit www.abletable.org to learn more. 

   

About RiseUP 

The RiseUP Group, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Connecticut that empowers 

communities through public art, youth development, and accessible design. Since 2012, RiseUP has 

completed over 300 community-driven art and placemaking projects across the state. The organization’s 

mission is to create inclusive and equitable spaces where people of all backgrounds can connect, express 

themselves, and thrive. 
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