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Inspiring Great Downtowns



G E O R G E T O W N ,  C O N N E C T I C U T

GEORGETOWN

Spotlight on Main

PRESENTERS:

Kate Perry

Lisa Devine

Amy Atamian 



Q & A

G I L B E R T  A N D  B E N N E T  W I R E  
M I L L  R E D E V E L O P M E N T
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A C C E L E R A T O R  P R O G R A M

A G E N D A

W E L C O M E  T O  G E O R G E T O W N
W H O  I S  G V R ?
H O W  W E  T A K E  A C T I O N



W H E R E  I S  
G E O R G E T O W N ?



W E L C O M E  T O  G E O R G E T O W N !

The village was formed in the early 1800s around the Gilbert & Bennett Wire 

Mill. It comprises the corners of four towns τ Redding, Weston, Wilton, and 

Ridgefield τ and has a charming Main Street with restaurants, cafes, and other 

businesses, and a surrounding residential neighborhood. 

Georgetown residents officially live in and pay local taxes to one of these four 

towns, but typically identify themselves as living in Georgetown. Georgetown 

has its own fire district and post office.

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

ÅTotal Area: 2.85 sq. miles

ÅPopulation of 1,832 

ÅApril 9, 1987, the central portion of Georgetown was listed on the U.S. 

National Register of Historic Places as the Georgetown Historic District, 

which is 90 acres.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgetown_Historic_District_(Georgetown,_Connecticut)


Celebrating the past, supporting and promoting the businesses and 
residents, and facilitating the continued revitalization of the historic 

village of Georgetown, Connecticut

ABOUT US
GVR is a 501(c)3 organization founded in 1999 as a 

collaborative effort in the restoration, revitalization, 

and maintenance of Georgetown. Georgetown Village 

Restoration, Inc. (GVR) is an all-volunteer nonprofit 

organization supporting Georgetown residents and 

businesses.

OUR VISION
We are working to restore community connectedness 

within the historic village of Georgetown. Our five 

fundamental principles reflect who we are and what we 

believe in: partnership and collaboration, investment, 

community, social responsibility, and preservation. 

WHO IS GVR?
(GEORGETOWN VILLAGE RESTORATION)



H O W  W E  T A K E  

A C T I O N
Keeping Georgetown Beautiful

ÅWelcome to Georgetown mural by Georgetown artist Kristen Terrana-Hollis

ÅRegular volunteer street clean-ups

ÅParticipation in the Phase 1 Main Street Streetscape

Celebrating the Village

ÅSelf-guided Historic Walking Tour τ NEW!

ÅGeorgetown merchandise to promote our mission τ NEW!

ÅInstallation of Georgetown Historic Village signs

ÅInstallation of Free Little Library

Supporting Our Community

ÅLƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ DƛƭōŜǊǘ ϧ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ ²ƛǊŜ aƛƭƭ ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ

ÅPurchased gift cards from Georgetown businesses during Covid that were donated to the 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƻǿƴǎΩ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ

ÅAssistance in efforts to save the Gilbert & Bennett School

Å!ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǎŜǿŀƎŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113


Our project to implement

D±wΩ{ 
P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  
C M S C  A C C E L E R A T O R  
P R O G R A M

What we learned over six months
ÅInventories

ÅStakeholders

ÅImprove volunteer opportunities

ÅEfficiency and organization

ÅSustainability

Improve brand identity and increase visibility of the area through 

independent Georgetown merchandise
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C M S C  A C C E L E R A T O R  
P R O G R A M

Takeaways to move forward

ÅBudgeting

ÅAction planning

ÅExpanding our reach

ÅRunning effective meetings

ÅKeeping data

Continued Support from CMSC

ÅCheck-ins

ÅCoaching

ÅMembership



G I L B E R T  A N D  B E N N E T T  W I R E  
M I L L  R E D E V E L O P M E N T



G O A L  2 0 2 9  -  G I L B E R T  A N D  B E N N E T T



A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S :  
2 0 2 2- 2 0 2 4

ÅE n v i r o n m e n t a l  S t u d i e s  P h a s e  I- I I I ,  R A P

ÅU C O N N  T A B  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s

ÅU p c o m i n g

ḬU S E P A  B r o w n f i e l d  C l e a n u p  G r a n t  ( 2 0 2 5- 2 0 2 9 )

ḬD E C D  B A R  P l a n n i n g  G r a n t  ( 2 0 2 5- 2 0 2 7 )

ḬS H P O  B u i l d i n g  A s s e s s m e n t  G r a n t  ( T B D )

ḬT r o u t  U n l i m i t e d  R i v e r  S t u d y  ( T B D )



ÅA  v i b r a n t  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  m i x e d- u s e ,  t r a n s i t- o r i e n t e d  v i l l a g e  w i t h  d i s t i n c t  

i d e n t i t y .

ÅC o m m e r c i a l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d / o r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  w i l l  b u i l d  

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǘŀȄ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ 

ÅC l i m a t e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i n c l u d i n g  l o c a l ,  f l o o d  p l a i n  c h a l l e n g e s .

ÅA  s t r o n g  c o m p o n e n t  o f  n a t u r e  c o n s e r v a t i o n .

ÅC o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  G e o r g e t o w n  a n d  B r a n c h v i l l e ,  N o r w a l k  R i v e r  V a l l e y  

T r a i l  a n d  t h e  B r a n c h v i l l e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n .

ÅP r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  a d a p t i v e  r e u s e  o f  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s

ÅS o l u t i o n s  f o r  l o n g- t e r m  i s s u e s  o f  p a r k i n g ,  s e w e r  c a p a c i t y ,  a n d  z o n i n g  

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o n s t r a i n t s .

ÅA n  a r r a y  o f  h o u s i n g  o p t i o n s  o f  t y p e s  n o t  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  R e d d i n g .

G O A L S  F O R  G E O R G E T O W N

B A R  G R A N T  
P L A N N I N G



ÅGilbert & Bennett School

ÅBalancing expectations

ÅSustainability

ÅPartnerships

ÅMutual understanding

ÅUtilizing our strongest assets

ÅAligned goals

Challenges to tackle

What works for us

F U L L  S T E A M  
A H E A D !


