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• The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is responsible for overseeing the governmental program of 
historic preservation for Connecticut’s citizens. 

• Every state in the country, the US territories, and Washington DC has a SHPO.
• SHPO administers a range of federal and state programs that identify, register and protect the buildings, 

sites, structures, districts and objects that comprise Connecticut's cultural heritage.
1. Keeps and maintains the State and National Register of Historic Places
2. Carries out the duties under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the CT 

Environmental Policy Act
3. Administers state and federal historic rehabilitation tax credit programs
4. Provides grant funding to municipalities and non-profit organizations
5. Works with municipalities to establish Certified Local Governments
6. And Much More

What is the State Historic Preservation Office?

What is the State Historic Preservation Office?



Economic Benefits of Historic Preservation

The benefits of historic preservation on the 
state, regional, and local economy include:

• Temporary and permanent jobs
• Market rate and affordable housing
• Higher property values
• State and Local Tax Revenue
• Tourism

Hotel Duncan, New Haven



Environmental Benefits of Historic Preservation

“The greenest building is the one already built.”

Embodied Energy is the energy consumed by all of the processes 
associated with the production of a building, from the mining and 
processing of natural resources to manufacturing, transport and 
product delivery

Measuring the impact of historic preservation on our environment

Historic preservation and adaptive reuse are inherently sustainable 
practices

Architecture 2030 CARE tool: https://www.caretool.org/

Link to the Greenest Building Study -
https://forum.savingplaces.org/learn/issues/sustainability

https://caretool.org/


• The Property must be listed on either the state or national register of historic places
• Provides a 30% tax credit, up to $30,000 per dwelling unit, for the rehabilitation of one to four 

family buildings
• All proposed work must be reviewed and approved by the SHPO prior to the start of construction
• A minimum of $15,000 in qualified rehabilitation expenditures must be incurred to qualify. 

Qualified rehabilitation expenditures are hard costs associated with the rehabilitation; site 
improvements and non-construction costs are excluded

• All work must comply with the Program's Standards for Rehabilitation
• As of January 1, 2024, the credit cannot be sold to a C Corporation

Historic Homes Rehabilitation Tax Credit 
C.G.S. Section 10-416

Historic Homes Rehabilitation Tax Credit

Not sure if your property is listed on the State or National Register?  Visit ConnCRIS, the 
State’s only GIS mapping platform dedicated to Connecticut’s historic and cultural 
resources. https:// conncris.ct.gov



• Offers a 25% tax credit on qualified rehabilitation 
expenditures.  An additional  5% is available if the project 
has an affordable housing component or is in a 
designated opportunity zone

• The program is intended to put vacant or underutilized 
buildings back in service.  It is not a maintenance and 
repair program

• Properties must be listed on either the State Register or 
National Register of Historic Places

• All work must meet the SOI Standards for Rehabilitation

• Only C Corporations paying taxes under Chapters 207-
212 of CGS can use the credit

• The program has an annual allocation of $31.7 million 
and a per project cap of $4.5 million

Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit

Pine Orchard Chapel, Branford

C.G.S. Section 10-416c



• Offers a 20% tax credit for the rehabilitation 
of income-producing properties

• All work must meet the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

• Buildings must be listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places

• Must be used by a person or entity with an 
ownership stake in the property 

• Three Part application process – pre-approval 
strongly encouraged

Federal Historic Tax 
Incentives Program

Artemus Hart House, Hartford



• Survey and Planning Grant

• Historic Restoration Fund Grant

• Partners in Preservation Grant

• Certified Local Government Grants

• Good to Great Grants

Grant Opportunities

Grant Opportunities
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